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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application papers dated 4/2/2002, 3/22/2002, and 
1/15/2002. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1, 3, 4, 5, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1 , 3, 4, 5, and 19 are non-statutory because they are directed to a 
"system" for designing a business process comprising an introspection module, a 
component manager, and a process designer that are disembodied arrangement so as 
to be called a "computer program" or compilation of facts, information, or data perse, 
without creating any functional interrelationship, either as part of the stored data or as 
part of the computing processes performed by the computer ("acts") or computer 
readable medium so as to enable the computer to perform the claimed operations of 
transforming, defining, selecting etc as recited. With no other structure in the 
independent claim to rely on, the alleged "system" of the claims turns out to be non- 
statutory for being a computer program per se. Thus the claims represent non-functional 
descriptive material that is not capable of producing a useful result, and hence 
represent only abstract ideas. Therefore, the claims are non-statutory. 

Claims 13-18 are non-statutory because they are directed to a "logic" without 
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recitation of a computer or a computer-readable medium embodying the operations in 
the claims. The claims merely recite a "logic" that is disembodied arrangement so as to 
be called a "computer program" or compilation of facts, information, or data perse, 
without creating any functional interrelationship, either as part of the stored data or as 
part of the computing processes performed by the computer ("acts") or computer 
readable medium so as to enable the computer to perform the claimed operations such 
as receiving, determining etc as recited. Thus the claims represent non-functional 
descriptive material that is not capable of producing a useful result, and hence 
represent only abstract ideas. Therefore, the claims are non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sarkar 
et al. (US patent 6,754,659) hereinafter referred to as "Sarkar." 

Per claim 1: 
Sarkar discloses: 
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-an introspection module operable to transform a plurality of implementation-specific 
components into a plurality of generic components, the implementation-specific 
components associated with a plurality of implementations (i.e. "To create the generic 
EJB... known Java and E J B... interact specifically with all of the Java bean support 
code... generated for an existing Java bean," col. 5 lines 47-55; "introspecting each of 
the one ore more original Java beans to determine their setter/getter," col. 4 lines 28-42) 
a component manager coupled to the introspection module and operable to define the 
generic components; and a process designer coupled to the component manager and 
operable to: select at least one of the generic components from the component 
manager (i.e. "defining a single generic EJB and installing the single generic EJB in an 
EJB container... generating EJB support code for each of the one or more original Java 
Beans," col. 4 lines 20-27; "introspecting each of the one ore more original Java beans 
to determine their setter/getter," col. 4 lines 28-42; "the generic EJB creates the helper 
object corresponding to the original Java bean using Java reflection... passed to the 
generic EJB's business method," col. 4 lines 50-58) 

; and generate a business process operable to use the at least one of the generic 
components (i.e. "installing the single generic EJB in an EJB container," col. 4 lines 14- 
27) 



Per claim 2: 



The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further, Sarkar teaches: 



Application/Control Number: 10/050,316 
Art Unit: 2193 



Page 5 



one or more process engines, a process engine operable to execute the business 
process 

(col. 6 lines 18-29) as claimed. 
Per claim 3: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further, Sarkar teaches: 

determine an implementation associated with at least one of the implementation-specific 

components; retrieve the at least one of the implementation-specific components; 

map each of the at least one of the implementation-specific components to a generic 

component to yield a mapping; and save the mapping (i.e. col. 4 lines 50-58; col. 4 

lines 14-27; col. 7 lines 50-56; col. 6 lines 50-58). 

Per claim 4: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further, Sarkar teaches: 

wherein the introspection module comprises a plurality of implementation modules, 

an implementation module operable to retrieve one or more implementation-specific 

components associated with an implementation, (i.e. col. 6 lines 1-10, 50-58; col. 7 lines 

8-18). 

Per claim 5: 

The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further, Sarkar teaches: 

- debugger coupled to the process designer and operable to detect an error of the 

business process (i.e. col. 6 lines 18-29) as claimed. 

Per claim 6: 
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The rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further, Sarkar teaches: 
one or more process engines, a process engine operable to execute the business 
process; a data warehouse coupled to the one or more process engines and 
operable to store transactional data describing the executed business process; and a 
data server coupled to the data warehouse and operable to organize the transactional 
data. (col. 7 lines 50-56; col. 6 lines 50-58; col. 5 lines 30-41) as claimed. 

Per claims 7-12, they are the method versions of claims 1-6, respectively, and 
are rejected for the same reasons set forth in connection with the rejection of claims 1-6 
above. 

Per claims 13-18, they are the logic versions of claims 1-6, respectively, and are 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in connection with the rejection of claims 1-6 
above. 

Per claim 19, it is another system version of claim 1, respectively, and is rejected 
for the same reasons set forth in connection with the rejection of claim 1 above. 

Per claim 20, it is another system version of claims 1-6, respectively, and is 
rejected for the same reasons set forth in connection with the rejections of claims 1-6. 
above. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Insun Kang whose telephone number is 571-272-3724. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 6:30-5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MENG Al AN can be reached on 571-272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

I. Kang A IMENG-AL T. AN 



Examiner 
3/17/2005 




